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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 090910 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS:NATO, AW ACS, MILT 

SUBJECT :NATO AWACS: DIALOGUE WITH FRG 

REF: BONN 06339 

1 . WE FIND REFERENCED MESSAGE TO BE A VERY USEFUL INITIA- 
TIVE WHICH PROVIDES THOUGHTFUL SUMMARY OF CURRENT FRG 
PERSPECTIVE ON NATO AWACS, IN LIGHT OF UK WITHDRAWAL IN 
FAVOR OF NIMROD. 

2. CONCERNING PARA 12 OF REF, AND YOUR REQUEST FOR GUIDANCE 
ON THE BASIS OF OUR EVALUATION OF ALLIANCE PROSPECTS FOR 
E3A SYSTEM: WE REMAIN CONVINCED OF THE NECESSITY OF AN 
AWACS CAPABILITY FOR AN ADEQUATE NATO DEFENSE. WE BELIEVE 
FRG SHARES THIS VIEW AND, BASED UPON BUNDESTAG APPROVAL BY 
THE END OF THE YEAR, WE BELIEVE THAT ALLIANCE ADOPTION IN A 
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SIMILAR TIMEFRAME IS STILL A FEASIBLE GOAL- UNTIL MINIS- 
TERIAL GUIDANCE IS REVISED WE WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
JULY 1 AS A TARGET DATE FOR AN AGREED PROGRAM. FYI: WE ARE 
FLEXIBLE ON THIS POINT, HOWEVER, AND WOULD SEEK US/FRG 
AGREEMENT ON ANY REVISION OF ALLIANCE TARGET DATES AND 
COMMON ANSWERS TO PROBLEMS RELATED TO RESTRUCTURED PROGRAM. 
END FYI. 
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THE NATO PROGRAM OFFICE IS PREPARING A RESTRUCTURED 
PROGRAM BASED UPON A MIXED FORCE OF E3A AND NIMROD. AS 
SOON AS FEASIBLE, OTHER FRG CONCERNS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED 
IN DETAIL (E.G. FIRMER ACQUISITION AND OPERATIONAL COSTS, 
BASING, OPERATIONAL CONCEPTS, INTERFACE WITH NADGE). 
PROPOSAL WILL INCLUDE OPTION OF FRENCH PARTICIPATION. 

WHILE WE ARE MINDFUL OF THE POSSIBILITY OF DELAY, WE 
SUPPORT (INDEED HAVE NO OTHER CHOICE) LEBER'S IEPG CONSI- 
DERATION OF NATO AW ACS, AND HOPE THAT THE GROUP CAN MEET 
AND PROVIDE A POSITIVE REPORT BY THE MAY DPC, INCLUDING 
EVALUATION OF PROSPECTS FOR FRENCH PARTICIPATION. FYI: IN 
RESPONSE TO AN ITALIAN QUERY WE HAVE ADVISED GOI OF THIS 
US POSITION. END FYI. 

AT MINIMUM, MAY MINISTERIALS SHOULD REAFFIRM MARCH 25 
COMMITMENTS, MAKING THEM APPLICABLE TO A MIXED FORCE. 

DESPITE UK NIMROD DECISION, US WILL TRY TO KEEP FOCUS ON A 
NATO AWACS SYSTEM WITH BROAD-ST POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION. 
BASED UPON HIGH-LEVEL UK COMMITMENT, NIMROD INTEROPERABI- 
LITY WITH ALLIANCE SYSTEM IS PRIMARILY A UK RESPONSIBILITY. 

FINALLY, WE WOULD UNDERSCORE BRANDT'S OBSERVATION THAT, 

NO MATTER WHAT AWACS COSTS, A FUTURE AEW SYSTEM OF SIMILAR 
EFFICIENCY MIGHT WELL COST MORE. WE MIGHT ALSO ADD- BE 
MORE DIFFICULT TO ACHIEVE. 
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FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM SECSTATE WASHDC DATED APRIL 22. 1977 
SENT BONN INFO NATO IS REPEATED TO YOU: QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 090910 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS:NATO, AW ACS, MILT 

SUBJECT :NATO AWACS: DIALOGUE WITH FRG 

REF: BONN 06339 

1 . WE FIND REFERENCED MESSAGE TO BE A VERY USEFUL INITIA- 
TIVE WHICH PROVIDES THOUGHTFUL SUMMARY OF CURRENT FRG 
PERSPECTIVE ON NATO AWACS, IN LIGHT OF UK WITHDRAWAL IN 
FAVOR OF NIMROD. 

2. CONCERNING PARA 12 OF REF, AND YOUR REQUEST FOR GUIDANCE 
ON THE BASIS OF OUR EVALUATION OF ALLIANCE PROSPECTS FOR 
E3A SYSTEM: WE REMAIN CONVINCED OF THE NECESSITY OF AN 
AWACS CAPABILITY FOR AN ADEQUATE NATO DEFENSE. WE BELIEVE 
FRG SHARES THIS VIEW AND, BASED UPON BUNDESTAG APPROVAL BY 
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THE END OF THE YEAR, WE BELIEVE THAT ALLIANCE ADOPTION IN A 
SIMILAR TIMEFRAME IS STILL A FEASIBLE GOAL- UNTIL MINIS- 
TERIAL GUIDANCE IS REVISED WE WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
JULY 1 AS A TARGET DATE FOR AN AGREED PROGRAM. FYI: WE ARE 
FLEXIBLE ON THIS POINT, HOWEVER, AND WOULD SEEK US/FRG 
AGREEMENT ON ANY REVISION OF ALLIANCE TARGET DATES AND 
COMMON ANSWERS TO PROBLEMS RELATED TO RESTRUCTURED PROGRAM. 
END FYI. 

THE NATO PROGRAM OFFICE IS PREPARING A RESTRUCTURED 
PROGRAM BASED UPON A MIXED FORCE OF E3A AND NIMROD. AS 
SOON AS FEASIBLE, OTHER FRG CONCERNS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED 
IN DETAIL (E.G. FIRMER ACQUISITION AND OPERATIONAL COSTS, 

BASING, OPERATIONAL CONCEPTS, INTERFACE WITH NADGE). 

PROPOSAL WILL INCLUDE OPTION OF FRENCH PARTICIPATION. 

WHILE WE ARE MINDFUL OF THE POSSIBILITY OF DELAY, WE 
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SUPPORT (INDEED HAVE NO OTHER CHOICE) LEBER'S IEPG CONSI- 
DERATION OF NATO AW ACS, AND HOPE THAT THE GROUP CAN MEET 
AND PROVIDE A POSITIVE REPORT BY THE MAY DPC, INCLUDING 
EVALUATION OF PROSPECTS FOR FRENCH PARTICIPATION. FYI: IN 
RESPONSE TO AN ITALIAN QUERY WE HAVE ADVISED GOI OF THIS 
US POSITION. END FYI. 

AT MINIMUM, MAY MINISTERIALS SHOULD REAFFIRM MARCH 25 
COMMITMENTS. MAKING THEM APPLICABLE TO A MIXED FORCE. 

DESPITE UK NIMROD DECISION, US WILL TRY TO KEEP FOCUS ON A 
NATO AWACS SYSTEM WITH BROAD-ST POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION. 
BASED UPON HIGH-LEVEL UK COMMITMENT, NIMROD INTEROPERABI- 
LITY WITH ALLIANCE SYSTEM IS PRIMARILY A UK RESPONSIBILITY. 

FINALLY, WE WOULD UNDERSCORE BRANDT'S OBSERVATION THAT, 

NO MATTER WHAT AWACS COSTS, A FUTURE AEW SYSTEM OF SIMILAR 
EFFICIENCY MIGHT WELL COST MORE. WE MIGHT ALSO ADD- BE 
MORE DIFFICULT TO ACHIEVE. 
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